
4
2

|
kn

itty g
ritty

T
h

is is a
 g

a
rte

r stitc
h

 b
o

o
tie

 –
 th

is m
e
a
n

s th
a
t th

e
 stitc

h
 u

se
d

 is ‘k
n

it’ fo
r

e
v
e
ry ro

w
. T

h
e
re

 is n
o

 p
u

rl in
 th

is p
a
tte

rn
.

A
s th

is is yo
u

r first p
ro

je
c
t u

sin
g
 a

 p
a
tte

rn
, I h

a
v
e
 b

ro
ke

n
 it d

o
w

n
 fu

lly so

th
a
t yo

u
’ll h

a
v
e
 im

a
g
e
s a

n
d

 h
e
lp

 fo
r e

a
c
h

 sta
g
e
 o

f th
e
 k

n
ittin

g
. A

s yo
u

p
ro

g
re

ss th
ro

u
g
h

 th
e
 b

o
o

k
, yo

u
’ll le

a
rn

 m
o

re
 a

n
d

 m
o

re
 so

 th
a
t yo

u
’ll

n
e
e
d

 le
ss h

e
lp

 e
a
c
h

 tim
e
.

O
v
e
rle

a
f a

re
 in

stru
c
tio

n
s w

ritte
n

 a
s th

e
y w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 fo

r a
 sta

n
d

a
rd

 k
n

ittin
g

p
a
tte

rn
. T

h
e
n

 I’v
e
 b

ro
ke

n
 th

e
 p

a
tte

rn
 d

o
w

n
 u

sin
g
 im

a
g
e
s so

 yo
u

’ll k
n

o
w

w
h

a
t yo

u
r k

n
ittin

g
 sh

o
u

ld
 lo

o
k
 like

 a
t e

a
c
h

 sta
g
e
.

T
h

is is a
 b

rillia
n

t se
c
o

n
d

 p
ro

je
c
t a

s it is a
 g

o
o

d
 ste

p
 u

p
 fro

m
 a

 sc
a
rf,

b
u

t still v
e
ry sim

p
le

 a
n

d
 q

u
ic

k
 to

 fin
ish

. A
lso

, w
h

o
 d

o
e
sn

’t k
n

o
w

so
m

e
o

n
e
 a

b
o

u
t to

 h
a
v
e
 a

 b
a
b

y? T
h

e
 p

e
rfe

c
t p

e
rso

n
a
lise

d
 g

ift!

50
G
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O

U
BLE-K

N
IT

 YA
R

N
I suggest you choose one of the m

any specialist baby yarns available –
Row

an ‘Soft Baby’ or D
ebbie Bliss ‘Baby C

ashm
erino’

5M
M

 K
N

IT
T

IN
G

 N
EED

LES
For a sm

aller bootie, try using 4
m

m
 needles

D
A

R
N

IN
G

 N
EED

LE
To sew

 up the bootie

B
a

b
y B

o
o
ties
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C
h

o
o

sin
g
 Y

a
rn

A
 sta

n
d

a
rd

 d
o

u
b

le
-k

n
it (D

K
) w

e
ig

h
t o

f ya
rn

 is u
se

d

fo
r th

is p
a
tte

rn
, to

g
e
th

e
r w

ith
 a

 n
e
e
d

le
 o

n
e
 size

b
ig

g
e
r th

a
n

 n
o

rm
a
lly u

se
d

 so
 th

a
t th

e
 b

o
o

tie
s a

re

stre
tc

h
y e

n
o

u
g
h

 to
 fit v

a
rio

u
s size

s o
f b

a
b

y fe
e
t. T

h
e

n
e
e
d

le
 size

 sh
o

u
ld

 a
lso

 h
e
lp

 yo
u

 a
v
o

id
 th

a
t typ

ic
a
l

b
e
g
in

n
e
rs’ p

ro
b

le
m

: tig
h

t te
n

sio
n

.

W
h

e
n

 c
h

o
o

sin
g
 ya

rn
, th

e
 a

ssista
n

ts in
 th

e
 ya

rn
 sto

re

w
ill h

e
lp

 if yo
u

 w
a
n

t th
e
m

 to
; b

e
a
r in

 m
in

d
 th

a
t yo

u

a
re

 k
n

ittin
g
 fo

r a
 b

a
b

y, a
n

d
 c

h
o

o
se

 yo
u

r ya
rn

a
c
c
o

rd
in

g
ly. T

h
e
re

 a
re

 m
a
n

y la
n

o
lin

-fre
e
, o

rg
a
n

ic
 o

r

c
o

tto
n

 ya
rn

s a
v
a
ila

b
le

 th
e
se

 d
a
ys, a

n
d

 th
e
se

 a
re

g
o

o
d

 o
p

tio
n

s a
b

o
u

t if yo
u

 a
re

 w
o

rrie
d

 a
b

o
u

t

a
lle

rg
ie

s. D
o

n
’t g

e
t a

n
yth

in
g
 to

o
 h

o
t o

r sc
ra

tc
h

y –

b
a
b

y sk
in

 is v
e
ry so

ft. A
lso

, a
s p

re
tty a

s th
e
y a

re
, it’s

b
e
st to

 sta
y a

w
a
y fro

m
 a

n
y ya

rn
 to

o
 flu

ffy o
r w

ith
 b

its

o
r b

o
b

b
le

s o
n

 it.

R
e
m

e
m

b
e
r R

u
le

 N
u

m
b

e
r O

n
e

C
o

u
n

t yo
u

r stitc
h

e
s a

t th
e
 e

n
d

 o
f e

v
e
ry ro

w
. T

h
is is

v
e
ry im

p
o

rta
n

t to
 e

n
su

re
 th

a
t yo

u
 a

re
 d

e
c
re

a
sin

g

c
o

rre
c
tly, a

n
d

 th
a
t yo

u
 e

n
d

 u
p

 w
ith

 id
e
n

tic
a
l

b
o

o
tie

s.

C
ast on 38

 sts

K
nit 12 row

s

You w
ill now

 start decreasing:

Row
 13: K

16, K
2tog, K

2, K
2tog, k16. 

C
ount 36 sts.

Row
 14

: K
15, K

2tog, K
2, K

2tog, k15.

C
ount 34

 sts.

Row
 15: K

14
, K

2tog, K
2, K

2tog, k14
.

C
ount 32 sts.

Row
 16: K

13, K
2tog, K

2, K
2tog, k13. 

C
ount 30

 sts.

Row
 17: K

12, K
2tog, K

2, K
2tog, k12. 

C
ount 28

 sts.

Row
 18

: K
11, K

2tog, K
2, K

2tog, k11. C
ount 26 sts.

Row
 19: K

10
, K

2tog, K
2, K

2tog, k10
. 

C
ount 24

 sts.

Row
s 20

-27: K
nit these next 8

 row
s.

C
ast off loosely leaving a long end for sew

ing 
up (about 50

cm
).

To finish the bootie, fold it in half and sew
 up

using the long cast-off end of yarn.

STA
RT

 K
N

IT
T

IN
G

H
ER

E IS T
H

E K
N

IT
T

IN
G

 PA
T

T
ER

N

1234

A
BBR

EV
IA

T
IO

N
S:

K
 =

 K
nit 

K
2tog =

 K
nit tw

o stitches together
St(s) =

 Stitch(es)

4
4

|
kn

itty g
ritty

56

If you tick off the row
s as you knit

them
, you are m

ore likely to get tw
o

booties the sam
e size.
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C
ast on 38

 sts
Start decreasing

K
nit 12 row

s

W
hen you have finished the

decreasing row
s, your bootie

should start to take shape

1
3

2

3a

PRO
JEC

T
 2   |   b

a
b

y b
o
o
ties

|  4
5

H
ER

E IS T
H

E PA
T

T
ER

N
 W

IT
H

 PIC
T

U
R

ES FO
R

 EA
C

H
 STA

G
E

STA
RT

 K
N

IT
T

IN
G

Then knit 8
 row

s 

4
5

6a

C
ast off loosely leaving a long end

for sew
ing up (about 50

cm
)

H
old the bootie right side out - so

that the plait ridge of your cast off
edge is on the inside

Sew
 from

 the top of the bootie
to the heel using garter
m

attress stitch

W
hen you get to the heel, turn the

bootie inside out - so that the plait
cast off edge is on the outside

Then sew
 up the bottom

 of the
bootie using backstitch

6b
6c

6d

W
eave in all your ends into the

inside of the bootie.

Turn the bootie right-side-out, 
then knit another the sam

e!
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If your cast off is too tight, the bootie
w

ill be hard to put on the baby’s foot.
To m

ake your cast off looser, try using
a knitting needle 1m

m
 bigger than you

used in the rest of your knitting to cast
off w

ith. (See C
ast O

ff section, p20
).

H
a

n
d

y
H

IN
T

4
2
-
4
7
 
P
r
o
j
e
c
t
.
q
x
d
 
 
1
3
/
8
/
0
8
 
 
1
0
:
1
2
 
 
P
a
g
e
 
4
6



T
h

e
se

 b
o

o
tie

s a
re

 v
e
ry sim

p
le

, b
u

t yo
u

c
a
n

 a
lso

 a
d

d
 so

m
e
 v

a
ria

tio
n

 to
 th

e
 la

st
e
ig

h
t ro

w
s o

f th
e
 p

a
tte

rn
 if yo

u
 w

a
n

t to
.

H
e
re

 a
re

 ju
st a

 fe
w

 fin
ish

in
g
 o

p
tio

n
s:

R
u

n
 so

m
e
 rib

b
o

n
 th

ro
u

g
h

 w
ith

 a
 d

a
rn

in
g

n
e
e
d

le
 a

n
d

 tie
 it in

 a
 b

o
w

.

In
ste

a
d

 o
f ju

st p
la

in
 g

a
rte

r stitc
h

, try
sto

c
k
in

g
 stitc

h
 fo

r a
 p

re
tty ro

lle
d

 e
d

g
e
.

1
X

1
 rib

 th
e
 la

st e
ig

h
t ro

w
s –

 se
e
 stitc

h
p

a
tte

rn
s (p

.X
x)

K
n

it m
o

re
 th

a
n

 8
 ro

w
s fo

r a
 ‘b

o
o

t’ lo
o

k
.

PRO
JEC

T
 2   |   b

a
b

y b
o
o
ties

|  4
7

F
in

ish
in

g
 o

p
tio

n
s

The bootie on the left w
as knitted w

ith 4m
m

 knitting needles
and the one on the right w

ith 5m
m

 needles. That is a
dem

onstration of gauge – using different needles w
ill alter the

final piece of knitting you m
ake: Bigger needles =

 bigger
knitting. Sm

aller needles =
 sm

aller knitting.

B
o

th
 m

y
 b

o
o

tie
s a

re
 d

iffe
re

n
t size

s! 

W
h

a
t h

a
v
e
 I d

o
n

e
 w

ro
n

g
?

N
o

th
in

g
 - th

is is ju
st a

n
 e

xa
m

p
le

 o
f yo

u
r b

e
g
in

n
e
rs’

te
n

sio
n

 a
c
tin

g
 u

p
. Yo

u
 c

a
n
’t e

xp
e
c
t to

 a
lw

a
ys k

n
it e

v
e
n

ly

w
h

e
n

 yo
u

 a
re

 a
 b

e
g
in

n
e
r –

 so
 d

o
n
’t w

o
rry if yo

u
 h

a
v
e
 to

k
n

it th
re

e
 o

r m
o

re
 b

o
o

tie
s u

n
til yo

u
 g

e
t tw

o
 th

a
t m

a
tc

h
.

A
n

d
 if yo

u
 re

a
lly h

a
v
e
 tro

u
b

le
, re

m
e
m

b
e
r th

a
t b

a
b

ie
s

w
o

n
’t c

o
m

p
la

in
 to

o
 m

u
c
h

!

Variation on the original bootie

M
y
 b

o
o

tie
 e

n
d

e
d

 u
p

 e
n

o
rm

o
u

s! W
h

a
t h

a
p

p
e
n

e
d

?

S
o

m
e
 b

e
g
in

n
e
rs k

n
it v

e
ry tig

h
tly a

n
d

 so
m

e
 k

n
it v

e
ry

lo
o

se
ly. T

h
is m

e
a
n

s th
a
t yo

u
r b

o
o

tie
s m

ig
h

t tu
rn

 o
u

t to
o

b
ig

 o
r to

o
 sm

a
ll o

r e
v
e
n

 d
iffe

re
n

t size
s e

a
c
h

 tim
e
.

K
n

ittin
g
 tw

o
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 c

o
m

e
s w

ith
 p

ra
c
tic

e
, b

u
t if yo

u
r

b
o

o
tie

s a
re

 to
o

 b
ig

, try m
a
k
in

g
 a

n
o

th
e
r u

sin
g
 a

 4
m

m

k
n

ittin
g
 n

e
e
d

le
 ra

th
e
r th

a
n

 th
e
 5

m
m

 n
e
e
d

le
 I’v

e

su
g
g
e
ste

d
.

Q
u

e
stio

n
s &

 A
n

sw
e
rs
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